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Summary of Existing Processes and Proposed Changes:  

Some 3,142 Water Rights are issued every 5-years to manage abstraction of groundwater from wells 

that are used for toilet flushing, laundry, treating groundwater to make potable water, cooling water 

for buildings and for irrigation.  Additionally, some 871 disposal boreholes are also managed for uses 

including the discharge of: treated wastewater, road stormwater run-off and cooling water return from 

buildings.  Well-diggers are also managed to ensure they abide by the requirements of the Act.  

Groundwater quality and status of the freshwater lens resources over the Island also require 

management to ensure that over- and under-abstraction is controlled.   

Recently, the boat sewage regulations of 2018 have created no-discharge-zones close to shore and 

within various enclosed seas and harbours.  These regulations require some updates to the Act to 

enable public officers from other Departments to be able to enforce these regulations, in addition to 

providing more assistance to help prove offences of habitual offenders who discharge sewage within 

no-discharge-zones.  

Many environmentally conscious companies already report pollution spills, monitor and 

cleanup/remediate the soils/waters to set environmental guidelines and provide appropriate 

reporting.  These companies are typically conditioned to do so within their operating licences that are 

issued for ‘controlled plants’ defined under the Clean Air Act 1991. It is important that ALL polluting 

activities to the ground that could threaten pollution to groundwater and seawater be controlled in 

order to protect human health and the environment.  It is proposed to create new Regulations that are 

based on existing clean-up guidelines that will apply to any person who pollutes.   

It is noted that the current guideline pollution concentration limits relate to: 

a) ‘Residential’ soils (more stringent),  

b) ‘Commercial/Industrial’ soils (less stringent),  

c) ‘Soils Close to the Water Table’ (most stringent), and  

d) ‘Groundwater’.   

Making it an ‘offence to not report a pollution event’, allowing for ‘Pollution Stop Orders’ and 

instructing of the need for ‘Abatement and Remediation’ of polluted ground/groundwater will assist 

Government to protect the environment.          

Finally, the provision for Government to provide for ‘Best Practice’ guidance on-line that is based on 

international processes from developed jurisdictions will help to inform the public of how to reduce 

the risk of pollution spills. 

 


